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Section 1 - Welcome to Little Fingers Pre-school 

Introduction 
Little Fingers Pre-school was established in 1986 as a playgroup in nearby Faccombe and 
moved to its current location in the Gospel Hall in 1991. The pre-school has continued to 
adapt over the years to the changing needs of children and parents by extending its 
opening times and improving facilities. We are currently registered to provide childcare 
from the age of two to five years.  We have seven employed members of staff, a            
Pre-school Manager, Deputy Pre-school Manager, three Key Carers, a Play Assistant  
and an Administrator. 

The pre-school is based in the Gospel Hall, in Vernham Dean.  We have the use of the hall 
and its facilities with access to a secure outdoor play area with an awning to enable free-
flow play in all weather. 

Our pre-school 
A warm welcome to our pre-school.  We know that starting pre-school is a very important 
milestone in your child's (and your) life. To ensure a positive start, you and your child will 
need the support and encouragement that a good pre-school can provide.  You will need 
to be reassured that your child is in the care of appropriately qualified and experienced 
staff.  For your child, this could be the first time they have been in a large group, or the first 
time they have been apart from you on a regular basis.  Some children adapt to this very 
quickly, others take a little longer.  Either situation is perfectly normal.  We realise that you 
are entrusting us with the care of your child, and we place your child's safety, welfare and 
development at the top of our priorities.  We offer a secure, happy and stimulating 
environment where independence, self-confidence, consideration for others and good 
manners are encouraged.  

Meet the staff 

Pre-school Manager  Leanne Shuttleworth  

Deputy Manager      Lana Sheppard 

Key Carer    Chelsie Head 

Key Carer    Kelly Lowth 

Administrator    Olivia Duckney  
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Our ethos 

• Our INTENT is to create a warm and friendly pre-school for all 
the children, their families and our staff, providing all children 
with opportunities for them to learn through play and allowing 
children to feel safe and secure so that they can flourish in their 
early years journey. 

• We IMPLEMENT this by planning the environment in a way that 
encourages children to actively explore and learn independently 
but with the secure knowledge that we are there to offer support 
and guidance when they require.  Our strong key carer system 
allows us to ensure that all children's needs and interests are 
met through the strong relationships that carers have made with 
the children and their families. Most importantly we remember to 
smile and have fun with the children and enjoy the journey each individual child takes us 
on through their early years. 

• The IMPACT is that children are keen, active and motivated learners and each child is 
confident, secure, happy and resilient in the world in which they live. They are excited 
and ready for their future education journey. 

Parental involvement 
Parents are children's first and most enduring educators. We aim to develop a successful 
and effective partnership with parents. 

• Make all new parents/carers aware of the group's systems and policies. 

• Encourage parents to play an active part in the management of the group. 

• Ensure that parents/carers are regularly updated about their child's progress. 

• Ensure that all parents/carers have opportunities to contribute from their own skills, 
knowledge and interests, to the activities of the group. 

• Ensure that all parents/carers are fully informed about meetings, and to hold these 
meetings at venues which are suitable and accessible for all. 

• Welcome the contribution of parents/carers, whatever form these may take. 

• Make known to all parents/carers the system for registering queries, complaints or 
suggestions. 

We welcome ANY feedback from you, it is very important for us to resolve issues and 
improve the setting. Any positive comments, suggestions or complaints concerning your 
child, the setting, staff or committee may be discussed with the pre-school manager, 
committee or OFSTED (www.ofsted.gov.uk 0300 123 1231), in confidence. 
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Section 2 - The EYFS 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
The EYFS is a framework for learning, development and care for children from birth to five.  

Learning through play 
It is through play that babies and young children learn, grow and have fun. It helps them to 
understand the world around them and to develop socially and emotionally. By singing 
songs, reading together, playing games with letters and numbers, and having fun with 
friends gives them a head start.  

That means not just a happy childhood but it also 
helps them with their confidence, so they can handle 
what life may bring them.  

It is not about introducing a curriculum for young 
children. Or making them read or write before they’re 
ready. Quite the reverse. It means being sure each 
individual child is learning through high quality play, 
that’s tailored to them. So they develop at their own 
pace, having fun, making friends and learning as 
they play. Becoming confident, secure children who, 
when the time comes, are better prepared for 
school. Not pushed, not pressured. But ready to 
reach their potential!  

How does the Early Years Foundation Stage work?  
The EYFS has been developed with parents, carers, early years and childcare providers 
and academics. It brings together their experience in a clear, straightforward way. The 
child is at the centre of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The people who work with your 
child will pick up on their interests and abilities, and build on them through play. They will 
think for instance, about fun ways to help them develop their language skills. About what 
will encourage their creativity. About how they tackle small challenges. All the while, they’ll 
make sure that each child in their care is getting the support they need, and above all is 
enjoying learning through play.  
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Assessments 
We assess how children are learning and developing by observing them frequently. We 
use information that we gain from observations, as well as from photographs of the 
children, to document their progress and where this may be leading them. We believe that 
parents know their children best and we ask them to contribute to assessments by sharing 
information about what their children like to do at home and how they as parents are 
supporting their development. 

We make periodic assessment summaries of children’s achievements, based on our 
ongoing development records. These form part of children’s Learning and Development 
Journeys. We undertake these assessment summaries at regular intervals, as well as at 
times of transition, such as when a child moves into a different group or when they go on 
to school. 

 
Tapestry 
Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal to 
record photos, observations and comments, in 
line with the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s 
experiences during their time with us. This 
system allows us to work with parents and 
carers to share information and record the 
children’s play and learning in and outside the 
classroom. 

Tapestry’s website address is https://eylj.org/ 

You can also download the Tapestry App from 
the App store/Google Play, for iPhone/iPad and 
Android. 

Tapestry provides each individual child with 
their own Learning Journal held online. 
Parents/carers are given their own logon using 
their email and password (which is pre-set by 
us but can be changed by you to make it more 
secure). All our staff are given a secure logon.  

They can then upload observations, photos or videos; recording children’s achievements 
and assessing their learning in reference to the EYFS curriculum. 

You are encouraged to regularly look at Tapestry online and add your comments. This will 
help us to celebrate your child’s achievements and to work together to provide what your 
child needs for their well-being and to make progress.  

Once you have received your logon details, please can you complete the section titled ‘All 
about me’, prior to your child starting pre-school.  
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The new progress check for all 2 year olds 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework focuses on three prime areas of 
learning critical to making sure children develop healthily and happily. These areas form 
the foundations on which children can then master the basic literacy skills they need for 
school. 

We know experiences in these first years have the biggest impact on how a child’s brain 
develops. It’s when children grasp the fundamental skills needed to do well at school and 
develop as happy, confident individuals. The EYFS gives professionals more freedom in 
how they work with children and involves parents more in their child’s learning.  

Fundamentally, it will make sure we are preparing your children for the challenges of 
school and beyond. This isn’t about making sure they can hold a pencil - children need  
the resilience, confidence and personal skills to be able to learn. 

Parents will also get much clearer information on how your children are doing with the 
introduction of a new progress check for all two-year-olds in early education. Parents and 
professionals can be confident children are developing well and any problems will be 
picked up early. These checks were carried out by a Health Visitor but we, as practitioners, 
are now making the assessment in the setting, where your child is playing naturally and at 
their most comfortable. 

The Government will require all early years settings to provide this information to you as 
parents. You will have a section for your input and will keep a copy for yourself and will be 
required to sign and return the second copy for your child's Learning and Development 
Journey.  This could be shared with your Health Visitor so that we are all working together 
for the benefit of your child. 
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Section 3 - The Key Carer 

The role of the key carer and settling-in 
We believe that children settle best when they have a key carer to relate to, who knows 
them and their parents well, and who can meet their individual needs. Research shows 
that a key carer approach benefits the child, the parents, the staff and the setting by 
providing secure relationships in which 
children thrive, parents have confidence, staff 
are committed and the setting is a happy and 
dedicated place to attend or work in.  

We want children to feel safe, stimulated and 
happy in the setting and to feel secure and 
comfortable with staff. We also want parents 
to have confidence in both their children's 
well-being and their role as active partners 
within the setting. 

We aim to make the pre-school a welcoming 
place where children settle quickly and easily 
because consideration has been given to the 
individual needs and circumstances of 
children and their families. 

The key carer role is set out in the Welfare Requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. 

Achieving positive behaviour 
At Little Fingers Pre-school, we believe that children flourish best when their personal, 
social and emotional needs are met and where there are clear and developmentally 
appropriate expectations for their behaviour. 

Children need to learn to consider the views, feelings, needs and rights of others and the 
impact that their behaviour has on other people, places and objects.  This is a 
developmental task that requires support, encouragement, teaching and setting the right 
example.  The principles of how we underpin how we achieve positive and considerate 
behaviour exist within the programme for promoting personal, social and emotional 
development. 
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Section 4 - The Session 

Opening times 

Each session is staffed by the manager, the deputy manager and up to two or three Early 
Years Practitioners. This meets the staff to child ratio required by the government.  

Your child can do a session in the morning, afternoon or a full day.  Sessions are a 
minimum of 2.5 hrs. 

The session  

The session activities are planned in advance to cover all aspects of children’s 
development through fun play. At the beginning of each term you will receive a newsletter 
detailing session topics so they can be discussed at home. All our sessions are based 
around the children’s interests – and can change and evolve during the week (or even on 
a daily basis!) 

We organise our sessions so that the children can choose from, and work at a range        
of activities and in doing so, build up their ability to select and work through a task to 
completion.   

The children are also helped and encouraged to take part in adult-led small and large 
group activities which introduce them to new experiences and help them to gain new skills, 
as well as helping them to work with others. 

Outdoor activities contribute to children’s 
health, their physical development and their 
knowledge of the world around them.  The 
children have the opportunity, and are 
encouraged to take part in outdoor child-
initiated and adult-led activities, as well as 
those provided inside. 

Drop off times Pick up times

Monday to 
Friday

9:00 AM, 9:30 AM or 
10:00 AM 

12:00 PM, 12:30 PM 
or 1.00 PM

12:00 PM, 12:30 PM 
1.00 PM or 1:30 PM

2:00 PM, 2:30 PM, 
3.00 PM or 3:30 PM
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Example of a typical session 

 
Settling in Hello everybody Learning through play Tidy up time

Arrive at preschool Circle time Free flow play Ring the bell

Hang up coats Register Enhanced activities Start ‘Timmy Timer’

Select name cards Good Morning’ Song Directed activities Tidy up

Choose a drawer Counting the children Outside play Circle time

Put lunch boxes on shelf Days of the week’ song Physical activity Wash hands

Choose an activity Weather chart Sit at key group tables

Say ‘goodbye’ to parent/
carer

Look at this week’s phonic 
letter

Settle in Share any news

Talk about our topic

Talk about today’s activities

Stretch and exercise
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Section 5 - Administration 
 
Fees 
Fees are payable termly.  Our current hourly rate is £5.50.  
Due to our very tight budget, no reductions are made for 
absence through sickness or holidays. Fees are notified by an 
invoice from the Treasurer.  Payment is requested within 28 
days and a late payment charge of 4% per month or part 
month will be applied. Parents failing to pay the fees will be 
asked to withdraw their child from the pre-school unless there 
are mitigating circumstances. Please don’t let the fees be a 
problem to you, feel free to talk to us in confidence. We also 
accept childcare vouchers.  

If parents choose to use funding at Little Fingers Pre-school, 
they are requested to inform us to make the application on 
their behalf.  If parents wish their child to attend for additional 
hours, they will be charged according to the rates detailed above. 

If you wish to terminate your child’s place at pre-school, half a term’s written notification is 
required. Fees are non-refundable. 

Government funding 
The term after their third birthday, children become entitled to 570 hours over a period of 
38 weeks a year (which is 15 hours per week).  

The nationally prescribed dates for determining eligibility are as given below: 

• If your child’s third birthday falls between 1st January and 31st March, funding will start 
in the Summer term (April).  

• If your child’s third birthday falls between 1st April and 31st August, funding will start in 
the Autumn term (September).  

• If your child’s third birthday falls between 1st September and 31st December, funding will 
start in the Spring term (January). 

Little Fingers Pre-school will give you all the forms you need and the funding will come 
straight to us. If you use your full entitlement you will be charged at £5.50 per hour for any 
additional hours. 

• 30 hours free childcare 

If eligible, you are entitled to an extra 570 hours of free childcare a year to use flexibly, so 
1140 hours in total. 

10



You, and any partner, must each expect to earn (on average) at least £139 a week (equal 
to 16 hours at the National Minimum or Living Wage). If you, or your partner, are on 
maternity, paternity or adoption leave, or you're unable to work because you are disabled 
or have caring responsibilities, you could still be eligible.  

You can not get 30 hours free childcare if you, or your partner, expect to earn £100,000 or 
more. 

• Tax free childcare 
If you're a working parent with children under 12 (or under 17 for disabled children), you 
can open an online account to pay for registered childcare. The government will top-up the 
money you pay into the account. For every £8 you pay in, the government will add an extra 
£2. You can receive up to £2,000 per child, or £4,000 if disabled. 

You, and any partner, must each expect to earn (on average) at least £139 per week 
(equal to 16 hours at the National Minimum or Living Wage). If you, or your partner, are on 
maternity, paternity or adoption leave, or you're unable to work because you are disabled 
or have caring responsibilities, you could still be eligible.  

If either you, or your partner, expect to earn £100,000 or more, you can not get Tax-Free 
Childcare.  

You can’t use Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as Childcare Vouchers, Universal 
Credit or tax credits. You can use it with the 15 hours and 30 hours schemes. 

You can use it to help pay: 
• Registered childminders, nurseries and nannies 
• Registered after-school clubs and play-schemes 
• Registered schools 
• Home care-workers working for a registered home care agency 

Search childcarechoices.gov.uk for detailed information. 

• Childcare vouchers  
We are registered with several voucher schemes; please contact the Administrator via 
email adminoffice.lfpreschool@btinternet.com for more details. 
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Section 6 - Information for parents/carers 

Starting information 
We are very keen to ensure that your child’s experience of starting pre-school is an 
enjoyable one for everyone.  We are happy to discuss settling-in strategies to suit your 
child’s needs.  Our full admissions policy is available at the pre-school. 

Snacks and lunch 
The setting makes snacks and meals a social time at which children and adults eat 
together.  We plan the snacks so that they provide the children with healthy and nutritious 
food.  Do tell us about your child’s dietary needs and we will make sure that these are met.  
There is a charge of 20p per child per snack.  This is added to your termly invoice.  Please 
see the information sheet on allergens.  Children who attend all day or an afternoon 
session will need to bring a healthy packed lunch - no fizzy drinks or sweets.  Lunch starts 
at midday. 

Food hygiene, food sensitivity, allergy 
We adhere to the Code of Practice on Health and Hygiene. All staff who prepare food have 
undertaken the relevant training to obtain the basic food hygiene certificate. 

Other than a snack of fruit, cheese or a biscuit/piece of toast, and milk or water, the only 
food your child will have at pre-school would be that which you provide for lunch if he/she 
stays to lunch. 

Please inform the staff if your child has any food sensitivities or allergies. This information 
will be shared by all staff, which will include a list of children's names and their allergies/
sensitivities being posted in the kitchen area for all staff to see.  The information will be 
included in the daily register and also in the First Aid kit.  If a child has an allergic reaction, 
this information will be recorded and you will be informed. 

If an adrenalin kit (Epi-Pen) is necessary, staff will be trained in its use. The Epi-Pen will 
always be kept in the same place so that it is quickly available if needed. 

Drop off and collection 
Please ensure that you drop off and collect your child promptly so that the children can 
settle into their activities.  If anyone other than a parent is dropping off or collecting your 
child, you must inform a member of staff and this will be recorded in the register.  We 
cannot and will not let a child leave with someone who is not known to us. 

Arrival and leaving routine 
Each child has a name label by the children’s drawers.  Your child should try to find their 
own name label so that they can learn to recognise it.  They should then choose a drawer 
to stick their name label on and you can leave any of their belongings in there.  At the end 
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of each session, your child should remove their label from the drawer and stick it back on 
the board. 

First day  

When your child comes on their first day, feel free to bring along a favourite toy or comfort 
object. You may wish to stay with your child at the pre-school - that’s fine with us, stay as 
long as you like. You may feel that your child will settle better if you left straight away - 
again that’s up to you and your key carer. It is important to us for you and your child to feel 
secure and happy at Little Fingers.  At the end of the session any member of staff will be 
available to tell you how your child managed, what activities they have joined in with and 
how they have enjoyed their time with us.  

We will encourage your child to settle in and develop by: 

• Giving your child individual attention  

• Introducing your child to a small group of children 

• Giving reassurance promptly and sympathetically 

• Preparing the staff and children already attending Little Fingers 

• Maintaining a calm and relaxed environment 

• Using your child’s preferred name 

• Giving physical comfort if needed i.e. cuddles and hugs 

• Helping them to become familiar with the pre-school layout, both inside and out.  

Starting pre-school may be stressful, therefore we will verbally encourage your child to join 
in with activities.  However, they must feel free and comfortable to make their own choice. 
They may feel that they just want to watch from the sidelines until they feel more confident; 
we will be led by your child.  

Uniform and suitable clothing 
Little Fingers Pre-school has a uniform policy.  All children are encouraged to wear the 
Little Fingers polo shirt, which they may wear over other their own clothes.  You will 
receive a free polo shirt on accepting a place at the pre-school, having paid the 
registration fee of £50.00.  Simple clothing which your child can fasten and unfasten 
themselves is the best idea. This will enable them to go to the toilet when they need to, to 
put their coat on for outdoor play when necessary, and not be too dependent on other 
people to help them. Easily washable clothing which you don't mind getting messy is most 
suitable, as some of the activities your child will be involved in will include paint, glue and 
other potentially messy materials.  Please make sure that all your child’s clothing and 
footwear is clearly named. 
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Sun protection 
We ask that in warmer months, you apply sunscreen to your child before they arrive in the 
morning and leave a bottle of sunscreen with their name on at pre-school so that staff can 
re-apply it later in the day. 

Cold and wet weather 
In cold weather, please remember hats and gloves and waterproof footwear when 
necessary.   

Nappies/change of clothes 
Please ensure that you bring a sufficient supply of nappies/wipes etc, for your child.  Even 
the older children sometimes have accidents or may get wet or damp from being outside, 
we therefore recommend that you bring a change of clothes. 

Absences  
Please ring or email Little Fingers Pre-school if you know 
your child is going to be absent (01264 737735 or 01264 
730695 or email adminoffice.lfpreschool@btinternet.com). 

For holidays please inform the pre-school in writing if you 
are going on holiday. Please note you will still charged for 
holiday absences.  

Your child should only attend pre-school if they are well 
enough to do so.  If your child has been vomiting or has 
diarrhoea please keep them away from pre-school until it 
has been 48 hours after their last bout.  

The setting has a list of excludable diseases and current 
exclusion times (see following table). The full list is 
obtainable from www.patient.co.uk and includes common 
childhood illnesses such as measles. 
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Disease Incubation period Infectious period Restrictions and 
exclusions

Chicken Pox 2-3 weeks Infectious from 5 days 
before to 5 days after the 
appearance of spots

Exclude for at least 5 days 
after first spots appear or 
until they become dry

Conjunctivitis 24-72 hours Can be infectious whilst 
eye remains inflamed

No exclusion required after 
medical advice given or 
treatment started

Coronavirus or COVID-19 14 days 5-6 days but can be up to 
14 days

Isolate at home for 10 days 
from when symptoms 
started. The rest of the 
household need to isolate 
for 14 days. 

Gastroenteritis 
(Diarrhoea/vomiting)

Varies according to cause Infectious whilst symptoms 
remain

Exclude whilst symptoms 
remain and for a further 48 
hours once free of 
symptoms

Glandular Fever 4-6 weeks Virus may be carried for up 
to a year after the illness

Exclusion is not necessary 
if child feels well

Hand, Foot and Mouth 3-5 days Whilst symptoms are 
present and for some time 
after symptoms have gone

No exclusion necessary if 
child feels well

Head Lice Head lice require head to 
head contact for at least 1 
minute to spread

Whilst head lice and nits 
(unhatched eggs) are 
present

No exclusion required once 
treated.  Further 
treatments may be 
required

Influenza 1-5 days Infectious for after 1 week 
of onset

Exclusion for a minimum of 
1 week and until well

Impetigo 4-10 days Highly infectious until 
lesions have healed

Exclusion for 48 hrs after 
treatment commenced

Measles 7-18 days Infectious from just before 
illness starts until 3 days 
after the appearance of 
rash

Exclude for a minimum of 5 
days and until well

Meningitis Varies according to cause Medical advice should be 
sought at an early stage

Exclude until certified well

Mumps 12-25 days Infectious for 1 week either 
side of the onset of facial 
swelling

Exclude until 1 week after 
onset of swelling

Ringworm 10-14 days Infectious whilst red ring-
like lesions are present

Exclusion is not necessary 
once treatment has 
commenced

Rubella
(German Measles)

14-23 days Infectious for about 1 week 
before and for 5 days after 
the onset of rash

Exclude for at least 5 days 
after onset of rash

Scabies 2- 6 weeks (1-4 days if 
previously infected)

Infectious until treated Exclude until the day after 
first treatment

15



First aid 
All our staff have Paediatric First Aid training, which is regularly updated. 

Administration of medicine 
Please would you adhere strictly to our policy regarding 
medicine. 

We are only permitted to give the children medically 
prescribed medicines i.e. not Calpol (paracetamol) or 
Nurofen (ibuprofen). These must be handed to the Pre-
school Manager by the parents/carers.  Please make sure 
that all medicines are sent in, clearly labelled with the 
name of the child, dosage and frequency of intake.  
Parents must complete an authorisation form (available 
from the Pre-school Manager) before medicines can be 
given. 

A book will be kept by the Pre-school Manager listing the 
name of the child, dates the medicine was administered, 
and dosage given. 

Medicines will be handed to the parent/carer when they 
collect the child from the pre-school each day. 

Scarlet Fever
(Scarletina)

1-3 days Infectious until treated with 
appropriate antibiotic for 48 
hours

Exclude until treated for 48 
hours

Slapped Cheek Disease 4-20 days Infectious before rash 
appears but probably not 
after

Exclusion until clinically 
well.  Some children are 
not unwell with this disease 
so may not need exclusion

Threadworms A few days Infectious until treated No exclusion but personal 
hygiene must be promoted

Verrucae and Warts 2-3 months infectious whilst visible No exclusion

Whooping Cough
(Pertussis)

7-10 days If untreated, infectious from 
onset until about 3 weeks 
later.  If antibiotics are 
used this period is reduced 
to about 5 days

Exclusion for 3 weeks from 
onset if untreated.  If 
treated with antibiotic can 
return after 5 days

Disease Incubation period Infectious period Restrictions and 
exclusions
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Section 7 - Policies 
A full set of our policies, to include COVID-19 addendums is available upon 
request at the pre-school and available on our website 
www.vernhamdeanpreschool.com 

Admissions Policy 
It is our intention to make our pre-school genuinely accessible to children and families from 
all sections of the local community. In order to accomplish this, we will: 

• Place notices in all local communities so that all in these communities are aware of the 
existence of Little Fingers Pre-school. 

• Arrange our waiting list in age order where possible. 

• Describe the pre-school and its practices in terms which make it clear that it welcomes 
both mothers and fathers, other relations and carers, including child minders. We also 
make it clear that we welcome people from other cultures, ethnic, religious and social 
groups, and people with and without disabilities. 

• Make our equal opportunities policy widely known. 

• Be flexible about attendance patterns so as to accommodate the needs of individual 
children and families. 

Privacy and confidentiality 
It is our intention that all those using and working in the pre-school can do so with 
confidence, knowing that confidentiality will be respected. 

• Personal information about children and staff is kept securely in line with GDPR but 
accessible. 

• Parents will have access to any files/information concerning their own children. 

• Carers will have the same access, if agreed by parents. 

• Information passed on to any staff member in confidence will be treated as such. 

• Students and helpers observing in the group will be made aware of and required to 
adhere to, this policy. 

• Any concerns relating to special needs may be discussed with the Key Carer or Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) in confidence. 

• Exceptions to the Confidentiality and Privacy Policy are those where the safety of the 
children or staff are concerned. 
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Section 8 - Charitable status 

Little Fingers Pre-school Management Committee 

Chair:    Andrew Neal 

Secretary:   Cara Thomas 

Treasurer:   Emily Cane 

Other Members:  Henrietta Garner : Carolyn Coleman : Katherine Gisborne :  

   Kristie Grant : Louise Bartlett 

Committee information 
Little Fingers Pre-school is heavily reliant on volunteers and we look to all parents/carers 
to be actively involved in the pre-school. In 1993 Little Fingers became a charity with its 
own constitution and an elected management committee. Without the committee, the pre-
school cannot legally operate, so parents/carers are strongly encouraged to help with 
events and join the committee if at all possible. 

The committee is responsible for reviewing both policy and practice and for the 
employment and appraisal of members of staff. The committee is also responsible for 
fundraising and managing the finances of the pre-school, which is a registered charity. 

If you would like more information, please speak to a member of staff or contact the 
committee chair (contact details are on the notice board at the pre-school). New members 
are elected annually at the Annual General Meeting, which is usually held in October. 

All committee members are DBS checked once elected. 

Fundraising 
As a registered charity we are a non-profit making organisation. We are constantly seeking 
to raise funds to provide equipment and materials for the pre-school. We hold several 
fundraising events each year and we always welcome any help and new ideas from you. 
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Term dates for 2020/2021 
We are open during school term time only and generally follow term starting and finishing 
dates of schools in Hampshire.   

Planned INSET days: 

Friday 23rd October 2020 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Friday 12th February 2021 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Friday 28th May 2021 

Feedback 
At the end of the autumn term we hold parents evenings and mid way through the summer 
term we hold parents evenings for the children that will be leaving us and moving on to 
their primary school.  We have an open door policy whereby you are invited to discuss 
your child’s progress and any time.  Feedback is always welcomed, however, and if you 
have any suggestions or comments on any aspect of Little Fingers, please contact a 
member of staff or the committee chairperson.  

Autumn term Monday 7th September 2020

Half term Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October 2020

End of term Wednesday 16th December 2020

Spring term Monday 4th January 2021

Half term Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2021 inclusive

End of term Thursday 1st April 2021

Summer term Monday 19th April 2021

Half term Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June 2021 inclusive

End of term Thursday 15th July
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Contact information 
The Gospel Hall   Vernham Dean   Andover   Hampshire   SP11 0LD  

Tel: 01264 737735   email: adminoffice.lfpreschool@btinternet.com 

www.vernhamdeanpreschool.com 

Administration: 01264 730695 / 07979 536929 
Registered Charity Number: 1038252    Ofsted Number: 110092
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